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SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021 
Fourth Sunday of Great Lent 

Commemoration of John Climacus, Author of “The Ladder” 
Hieromartyr Antypas, bishop of Pergamum; Righteous Mothers Tryphaina and Matrona of Cyzicus 

 
**Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great** 

Tone 3            Eothinon 11 
Saturday Vespers Service: 5:00 PM (service Live-Streamed ONLY) 
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, followed immediately by the Divine Liturgy (is also 
Live-Streamed)  
Epistle:  Choir 

 
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own arm. He 
hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from 
the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. JOHN CLIMACUS IN TONE EIGHT 
The barren wilderness thou didst make fertile with the streams of thy tears; and by thy deep sighing thou 
hast given fruit through thy struggles a hundredfold. Accordingly, thou hast become a star for the universe, 
sparkling with miracles. Therefore, O righteous Father John Climacus, intercede with Christ God to save 
our souls. 
 

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR TONE FOUR 
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, a healing 
physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the victory-clad George; 
intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our soul. 
 

KONTAKION FOR SUNDAYS IN GREAT LENT TONE EIGHT 
To thee, the Champion Leader, do I offer thanks of victory, O Theotokos, thou who hast delivered me from 
terror; but as thou that hast that power invincible, O Theotokos, thou alone can set me free: from all forms 
of danger free me and deliver me, that I may cry unto thee: Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom. 



THE EPISTLE 
The Lord will give strength to His people. 

Bring unto the Lord, ye sons of God, bring unto the Lord glory and honor. 
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (6:13-20) 

     Brethren, when God made a promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He swore 
by Himself, saying, “Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee.” And thus, having 
patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For people indeed swear by what is greater, and in every dispute 
of theirs the oath is final for confirmation. So when God, being minded to show more abundantly to the 
heirs of the promise the immutability of His counsel, He interposed it with an oath, that by two immutable 
things—in which it is impossible for God to lie—we might have a strong consolation, we, who have fled 
for refuge to lay hold of the hope that is set before us; a hope, which we have as an anchor of the soul, both 
sure and steadfast, and entering into “that which is within the veil,” where Jesus entered as a Forerunner on 
our behalf, having become a High Priest “forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
 

THE GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (9:17-31) 

     At that time, a man came to Jesus, kneeling down and saying unto him, “Teacher, I brought my son 
to you, for he has a dumb spirit. And wherever it seizes him, it dashes him down; and he foams and grinds 
his teeth and becomes rigid; and I asked Thy Disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” And Jesus 
answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? 
Bring him to Me.” And they brought the boy to Him; and when the spirit saw Jesus, immediately it convulsed 
the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. And Jesus asked his father, “How 
long has he had this?” And he said, “From childhood. And it has often cast him into the fire and into the 
water, to destroy him; but if Thou canst do anything, have pity on us and help us.” And Jesus said to him, 
“If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” Immediately the father of the child cried 
out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running 
together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You dumb and deaf spirit, I command you, come out 
of him, and never enter him again.” And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the 
boy was like a corpse; so that most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted 
him up, and he arose. And when Jesus had entered the house, His Disciples asked Him privately, “Why 
could we not cast it out?” And Jesus said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer 
and fasting.” They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And Jesus would not have anyone know 
it; for He was teaching His Disciples, saying to them, “The Son of man will be delivered into the hands of 
men, and they will kill Him; and after He is killed, He will rise on the third day.” 
 

THE SYNAXARION 
On April 11 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Hieromartyr Antypas, bishop of 
Pergamum; Righteous Mothers Tryphaina and Matrona of Cyzicus. On this same day, the Fourth Sunday 
of Great Lent, we make remembrance of our godly father, John, the author of The Ladder of Divine Ascent 
(or Climacus).  

Verses 
John, dead in the flesh and also living, 

Liveth eternally, even though appearing dead and without breath. 
Leaving letters, a ladder for the journey upwards, 



He showeth forth his pursuit of the journey upwards. 
The celebration of his feast on this day arose from the custom prevalent in the honorable monasteries of 
starting Great Lent with the reading of his lessons. John describes the method of elevating the soul to God 
as ascending a ladder. He teaches those who seek salvation how to lay a firm foundation for struggles, how 
to detect and fight every passion, how to avoid demonic snares, and how to rise from the rudimental virtues 
to the heights of Godlike love and humility. John of the Ladder came to Mount Sinai at age 16 and remained 
there, first as a novice under obedience, then as a recluse, and finally as abbot until his eightieth year. One 
time, his disciple, Moses, fell asleep under the shade of a large stone. John, in prayer in his cell, saw that his 
disciple was in danger and prayed to God for him. Later, when Moses returned, he fell on his knees and 
gave thanks to his spiritual father for saving him from certain death. He related how, in a dream, he heard 
John calling him and he jumped up and, at that moment, the stone tumbled. Had he not jumped, the stone 
would have crushed him. John Climacus died on March 30, 606.  
     Through his intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 
 

After the Gospel Reading, please turn to page 104 in the Red Service Book to follow 
along with the rest of the Divine Liturgy.  

LENT SERVICES WEEKDAY SCHEDULE 
Each Sunday, Rev. Dcn. Michael will email the services as an attachment service booklet link for 
the coming week services for parishioners to follow along. 

SERVICE DATE TIME 

Presanctified Divine Liturgy 
Wednesday, April 7 
(4th Wed. of Lent) 6:30 P.M. 

Little Compline with Akathist 
Friday, April 9 

(4th Fri. of Lent) 6:30 P.M. 

Great Compline 
Monday, April 12 
(5th Mon. of Lent) 6:30 P.M. 

Presanctified Divine Liturgy 
Wednesday, April 14 

(5th Wed. of Lent) 6:30 P.M. 

Little Compline with ALL 
Akathist 

Friday, April 16 
(5th Fri. of Lent) 6:30 P.M. 

Great Compline 
Monday, April 19 
(6th Mon. of Lent) 6:30 P.M. 

Presanctified Divine Liturgy 
Wednesday, April 21 

(6th Wed. of Lent) 6:30 P.M. 

The schedule for Holy Week will be provided later. 

 

 



         PALM SUNDAY 
On Sunday, April 25th, the Holy Orthodox Church will celebrate Palm Sunday, our Lord 
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. It is customary for children to participate in the 
procession of palms and also bring with them elaborately decorate candles for the 
procession. It is for this reason that for this one Sunday, St. George Church will make an 
exception to the church reopening Rotation Schedule and ask all families with young 
children to attend on this special Sunday. We ask all other parishioners to view the liturgical 
service via live stream from home. We thank you in advance for your understanding and 
giving our children this blessed and wonderful opportunity to participate in Palm Sunday.   

WHY IS ORTHODOX PASCHA A DIFFERENT DATE THAN THE WEST? 
In 325 AD the church held the First Ecumenical Council known as the Council of Nicea. Prior to the 
council meeting, churches around the world celebrated Pascha at various times. In order to bring unity 
among the churches, the council created a formula that would calculate the date for Pascha celebration 
around the world. They established Pascha to be held on the first Sunday that occurs after the first full 
moon following the vernal equinox, but always after the Jewish Passover. To avoid any confusion in the 
date, it was also determined that the vernal equinox would fall in late March (21), which is part of the 
calculation to ensure Pascha would be celebrated in the spring at the same time. This system would 
guarantee that all churches would celebrate Pascha together on the same day. 
 
Jewish Passover is celebrated on the 15th day of the month of Nisan, which is the first month of the year 
for the Jewish calendar. It is a time practicing Jews celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread in 
commemoration of God setting the ancient Jewish people free from captivity in Egypt. Passover is 
celebrated for 8 days. 

It was important for the church to celebrate Pascha after the Jewish Passover in order to preserve the 
sequence of the events leading up to the crucifixion of Christ and his resurrection. According to the 
Biblical timeline, Jesus Christ celebrated Passover with his Jewish followers the night before he was 
crucified on the cross (which was before his resurrection on the third day). Celebrating Pascha before the 
Jewish Passover would disrupt the original sequence of events. 

The Great Schism of 1054 became the dividing point for the church. The Roman Empire had already 
divided itself into the Eastern (Byzantine) and Western (Roman) Empires, and ultimately the church was 
divided into the Catholic and Orthodox Church. 

Although the churches were split among several doctrinal views, they both still believed Pascha should be 
celebrated on the first Sunday after the first full moon to follow the vernal equinox. The Catholic Church, 
however, no longer found that it had to fall after Passover. Added to this was the Catholic Church's switch 
over from the Julian calendar to the Gregorian calendar, which was presented in 1582. The Orthodox 



Church still held to the original Nicean Council's formula for Pascha as well as following the original 
calendar system of the Julian calendar.  

Both the Orthodox and Western Pascha fell on the same day in 2010, 2011, 2014, and 2017. However, 
with the way the two calendars work, they will not fall on the same day again until 2025 (April 20). 

HOLY BREAD IS OFFERED BY: 
George and Angie Al-Hanna for the good health of Salah, Nada, and Angela 
Al-Hanna, and for loving. And for loving memory of Angelique and Angela Al-
Hanna, Hanna and Marta Al-Hanna, Elias and Rada Zacour, Dennis Zacour, 
George and Nadine Zacour, Lulu and Eddie Elias, and Herbert Barakat. 
 
Albert and Jameelie Dayoub and JR Aboud for the one-year memorial of our 
precious Janet Aboud. May her Memory be Eternal. 

Samih, Catherine, Diana and Vanessa in loving memory of Jean-Marc Salloum on his 2 years memorial. 
May his Memory be Eternal. 
 
For the Presanctified Divine Liturgies on March 31st and April 7th by Samih, Catherine, Diana, and 
Vanessa in loving memory of Jean-Marc Salloum on his 2 years memorial. 
 
For the Vesperal Divine Liturgy of The Annunciation to the Most-Holy Theotokos on March 25th and 
Presanctified Divine Liturgies on March 17th, April 14th, and April 21st by Laila Ferris and family for their 
health. 

DONATIONS 
Salma Isaac: For the health of Vicki Sanftner & family 
Zena Esper and family: In memory of Francis Khoury and the health of their family 
Ward & Nancy Esper: In memory of Francis Khoury 

ARCHDIOCESE DUES 
Ramsey, Waffa, Michael, Chris, Kathrine Esper 

Ezme Ferris 
 

SEMINARY DONATIONS 
Nicholas & Emily Bell 

IN MEMORY OF FRANCIS KHOURY 
Tony Dayoub & Family   George & Antoinette Farah & Family 

Salma Isaac  Nada Aziz  Ramsey & Waffa Esper 

MAY FESTIVAL DRIVE BY DONATIONS 
Dr. Hassan & Maha Salloum: Dimond doner 
Anonymous: Gold doner for the health of her family’s children, grandchildren, and God children. 
Anonymous: For the health of their family 
Zayna and Gerardo Heredia for their health 
 
If you would like to donate to this DRIVE BY event, please see any Parish Council member. 
 



May God bless you. 
St. George Parish Council 

THANK YOU 
Many thanks to the Butter Bread Team: Zena Esper, Sylvana Aldouri, Vanessa Salloum, Laila Joudi, 
Jameelie Dayoub, and Hend Odeh. 

THANK YOU 
A warm thank you to Dr. Raed and Sylvana Aldouri for donating the roses for The Veneration of the 
Precious and Life-Giving Cross on Sunday, April 4, 2021. God grant you both many years of good health 
and long life.  

DOME LIGHTING 
Zena Esper lit the dome on Saturday, April 3, 2021 for the health of all the hardworking ladies who made 
the butter bread baking successful this year. God bless you and your families! 
 

FOOD FOR HUNGRY PEOPLE CHARITABLE OUTREACH 
“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 
abound in every good work.” -2 Cor. 9 
 
The Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America is celebrating over 45 years of “feeding 
those in need”. The Archdiocese invites all parishioners to participate in this charitable outreach during the 
Lent season. They have provided each parish with small cardboard fold up Alms Boxes. These boxes can be 
picked up in the church’s narthex (entrance). Return your Alms Boxes by Sunday, May 9, 2021. 
 
 

2021 HOLY BREAD OFFERING SCHEDULE 
The Holy Bread Sign-Up Schedule for the 2021 YEAR is now available in the church’s 
Narthex. If you have not had a chance to sign up for a Sunday or Sundays, please do so 
now. If you are unable to attend Church but wish to offer Holy Bread, please send an email 
to Rev. Dcn. Michael with the Sunday(s) you wish to offer the Holy Bread to 
deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org 
 
Currently, the following Sundays are available: 
May:  2 23 
June:  6 13  
July:  25 
August: 8 22 29 
September: 26 
October: 17 31 
November: 7 28 
 
If there is a Sunday that is not listed above, and you wish to offer Holy Bread for that day(s). Just 
email Rev. Dcn. Michael. 
  



 
REVISED COVID-19 AND PROTOCOLS FOR REOPENING THE CHURCH 

The protocols/guidelines for reopening our beloved St. George were updated by the Parish Council 
on February 17th, 2021. The revision deletes the requirement for parishioners attending Church to 
sign the Contact Tracing Log. Instead, anyone who has attended services and subsequently within two 
(2) weeks is test-confirmed positive for Covid-19 is requested and encouraged to inform the Church office 
within twenty-four (24) hours of having tested positive, so that others who may have been exposed may be 
informed. These individuals are to stay away from services until cleared medically. 

The protocols/guidelines will be followed to ensure the safety of parishioners who choose to attend 
Church for worship services.  
 
The rotation schedule continues with the percentage of attendance at 25%. The 25% of sanctuary 
capacity is 67 people, inclusive of adults and children.   
 
Below is the Rotation Schedule:  

• Group 1, Last names with letter A-M (April 4, 2021) 
• Group 2, Last names with letters N-Z (April 11, 2021) 
• Once a full 2-week rotation is completed, it will cycle again. 

Attached to the Church Bulletin email is the updated protocols/guidelines for your review.  
 

HOW TO ACCESS LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES 
We will continue to live stream worship services during the on-going COVID-related crisis. It is quite easy 
to ‘come into’ the service, and you do not need to be a member of any social media platform to worship 
from home. 
Step 1- Access the Church’s website www.stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Step 2 – Once on the ‘home page’, scroll all the way to the bottom. Look for this logo:  
Step 3 – Click on the logo. IT IS NOT NECESSARY to be a member of ‘Facebook’ to use this connection. 
Step 4- Clicking on this logo opens a media page exclusive to St. George. When you scroll down the page 
you will see all sorts of video events from festivals to Divine Liturgy. To locate the live Sunday service being 
streamed, look for the still picture of the Solea and Iconostasis at the front of the altar. This is found at the 
top right of the page. 
Step 5. As you move your cursor around on that still picture, various controls become visible: Those control 
volumes, move the video backwards and forward, and expand the picture to fill the whole screen. Saturday 
Vesper services still start at 5:00 P.M. Sunday services still start with Orthros at 9:15 A.M., and Divine Liturgy 
follows at 10:30 A.M. Live stream will also apply to Liturgy services scheduled during the week.  

THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
If you do not have a Service Book at home, please click the web site below and follow the Divine Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom. For the feast hymns, Gospel and Epistle of the day, you will need to refer to the 
Liturgical Resources for April.  



http://www.stgeorgenj.com/the-divine-liturgy-of-st-john-chrysostom.html 
 

LITURGICAL RESOURCES FOR APRIL 
The Antiochian Archdiocese wishes to bring to our attention some liturgical resources for April that are 
available at www.antiochian.org/liturgicday. 
 
For parishioners who are unable to attend church as the Coronavirus pandemic continues, and if they are 
unable to watch live streams of the divine services on the internet, they can refer to the readers services in 
front of their icons at home. Once they access the above web page, they scroll down to "Permanent Liturgical 
Resources," they will find instructions for readers vespers, readers orthros, and typika services. They can 
pair the instructions with the full services they find on the Select Date calendar on that same webpage. Click 
on the calendar box and then select the date. The services will appear on the right side of the page under 
Daily Liturgical Text.  
 

         SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The St. George Church Virtual Sunday School is scheduled on Sundays from 9:30 AM to 10:00 AM.  It will 
occur via ZOOM. The teachers will provide their students with the ZOOM information. 
 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE ROSTER FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 2021 – 16 students 
Pre-School (ages 3 and 4 years old) Doris Shaheen 
Grades Kinder/1st   Jehan Al-Hanna 
     Jack Bell, Caleb Crawford & Kingston Joudi 
Grades 2/3    Alan Borschow 
     Majd Aldayoub, & Audrey Bell 
Grades 4/5    Patricia Borschow 

Elias Aldayoub, Abram Isaac, Nia Isaac, & Malik Thomas 
Grades 6/7    Geoffrey Borschow  
     Caroline Bell, Kendall Olivas, & Amira Thomas 
Grades 8-12    Jameelie Dayoub 

Olivia Bell, Andrew Crawford, Christiana Crawford, Emma Isaac, 
& Sami Odeh  

Sunday School Director  Laila Ferris 
Special Projects   Jaclyn Ferris 
Staff Assistant    James Shaheen 
 

ST. GEORGE ADULT CLASS WITH FR. FADI RABBAT 
The Zoom Adult Class will not meet on April 11th, 18th, 25th and May 1st. The class will resume on 
Saturday, May 8th. A Zoom Invite will be placed in the mid-week Church Bulletin for Sunday, May 9th.  
 

CHURCH BULLETIN DISTRIBUTION 
Dear parishioners, just a friendly reminder that if you have an email address on file with the church’s 
Breeze System, we will email the Church Bulletin to the email address provided. We will not mail you the 
Church Bulletin to save on postage and copying cost. Thank you for your cooperation. I will continue to 
mail the Church Bulletin to those who have contacted me. -Rev. Dcn. Michael  



 
CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements for the Church Bulletin should be emailed by Monday to Rev. Dcn. Michael 
at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org. The Church Bulletin is usually sent out on Tuesday.  
 

HOLY BREAD OFFERING 
If you plan to offer the Holy Bread, please indicate your offering on the sign-up board located in the 
Narthex of the church or email Rev. Dcn. Michael by Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it 
placed in the following week’s Church Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will contact you to make the necessary 
arrangements for the Holy Bread. Also let him know if the Holy Bread is being offered for a Memorial 
Service of a departed love one.  
 

             DOME LIGHTING 
Please note that the 'Dome Lighting' refers to the lights being lit from within the dome of the church to 
see the icon of the Christ Pantocrator through the dome windows at night. Your request to schedule a 
'Dome Lighting' should be emailed to Rev. Dcn. Michael by Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to 
have it placed in the following week's Church Bulletin.  Also indicate when the dome is to be lit. There is 
a minimum donation of $50 per lighting.  Please address the check to St. George Antiochian Church. You 
can either mail the check to the church or drop it off in the church’s mailbox.  

           
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat at: 

Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: 973-780-0221  

Email: archimandritefadi@antiochian.org 

Or 

Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes at: 

Cell Phone: (915)309-1511  Email: deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Fadi to schedule the 
visits or in case of any emergency at any time). 

Confessions: By appointment.  

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Please let us know if you are ill and/or hospitalized by 
contacting Fr. Fadi or Rev. Dcn. Michael. We too will add 
your name to the prayer list for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy.  


